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RANCHO MIRAGE, CALIFORNIA, May 21, 2013--The White House announced Monday that President 
Obama will host a meeting with President Xi Jinping of the People’s Republic of China at Sunnylands, the 
historic Annenberg estate in Rancho Mirage, California. The meeting has been scheduled for Friday-
Saturday, June 7-8, 2013. 
 
“This will be President Obama’s first meeting with Xi Jinping since he became China’s President. 
President Obama and President Xi will hold in depth discussions on a wide range of bilateral, regional 
and global issues. They will review progress and challenges in U.S.-China relations over the past four 
years and discuss ways to enhance cooperation, while constructively managing our differences, in the 
years ahead,” according to the White House Press Secretary. 
 
"We are profoundly honored that President Obama has chosen Sunnylands as the venue for this 
important meeting," said Geoffrey Cowan, president of The Annenberg Foundation Trust at Sunnylands. 
“Walter and Leonore Annenberg were remarkable philanthropists and diplomats who hoped that their 
estate could become a ‘Camp David of the West’ where the President would meet with world leaders to 
promote global peace and facilitate international agreements. The upcoming meeting between 
President Obama and President Xi begins to fulfill that vision, which is continued by their children and 
grandchildren who serve as our trustees.” 
 
Constructed in the mid-1960s as the winter home of Walter and Leonore Annenberg, Sunnylands has 
hosted seven U.S. presidents, British royalty and other world leaders throughout its storied history. 
Notably, President & Mrs. Ronald Reagan celebrated the New Year’s holiday during every year of his 
presidency as overnight guests at Sunnylands, where he also conducted high level meetings with 
Secretary of State George Shultz and signed a major trade agreement with Canada. President & Mrs. 
George H.W. Bush were also frequent guests at Sunnylands. In 1990, President and Mrs. Bush hosted a 
State Dinner at Sunnylands in honor of Japanese Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu, one of the few occasions 
in history where a State Dinner was held outside the White House. 
 
The Annenberg Foundation Trust at Sunnylands, which operates The Annenberg Retreat at Sunnylands 
in Rancho Mirage, California, is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit operating entity. In addition to high-
level retreats that address serious issues facing the nation and the world, Sunnylands offers programs 
through the Sunnylands Center & Gardens to educate the public about the history of Sunnylands, its 
architecture, art collections, cultural significance, and sustainable practices. Sunnylands Center & 
Gardens is open to the public and admission is free. Tours of the Sunnylands estate require tickets and 
are available on a limited basis. More information may be found online at www.sunnylands.org . 
 

mailto:mperry@sunnylands.org
http://www.sunnylands.org/

